[image: image1.png]



Swiss Dinghy Association News-sheet  
February 2022
Just Cruisin’ - from Lago Maggiore to Venice in a 12’ Dinghy
It was on August 7th 1960, that two brothers set sail from Bruschera on Lago Maggiore bound for Venice. Their International 12’ Dinghy was equipped with oars, sails and a small outboard engine.  One of the brothers was Sandro Picchio – who recounted his story in a recent edition of the Drascombe Association News publication.  The following is adapted from his article:
The first problem encountered was several out-of-commission locks on the river Ticino south of Angera. This necessitated commandeering their father’s car to transport the boat by road to the Naviglio Grande. Along this ancient canal the surroundings were always varied: woods, fields, arched bridges and a few great mansions dating from the 1700s and 1800s. The swift current took the two Dinghy sailors to Milan in a few hours. [image: image2.jpg]



After a short pause they continued along the Naviglio Pavese which connects Milan to Pavia.  The landscape along this canal is flat fields with distant farmhouses. The first overnight stay was at Casarile where they moored at dusk against a wall that morning light revealed to be part of a cemetery.  [image: image3.jpg]' From Lago Maggiore to Venice and beyond
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This section of canal had many locks – and the two men felt obliged to share a glass of wine with each of the lock-keepers along the way! On reaching Pavia they encountered another broken lock. A road trailer was borrowed from a local garage and the boat was towed by hand along the canal bank to a launching ramp some way past the obstacle.

A few kilometres further on they joined the river Po.  Navigation was difficult on the wide meandering river with shallows, rapids and fast flowing water to contend with.  Sandro Picchio tells us that ‘one had to keep the boat in the main stream, close to the outer, higher bank, using oars or idling motor to maintain five knots over ground’.  At each bend it was necessary to change from one side of the river to the other, which meant wading across the mid-river shallows pushing the boat.  There were a handful of pontoon bridges over the Po – fortunately there was just room for the Dinghy to pass underneath.

Each night they dragged the boat into the shallows, stepped the mast, rigged their tent over the boat and settled down to cook dinner – usually surrounded by a cloud of mosquitos.   The voyage continued along the Po di Levante and the Canale di Valle which flows into the Venetian Lagoon at Chioggia. Finally, they could hoist the sail![image: image4.jpg]



Arriving in Venice in darkness and crossing the Bacino San Marco surrounded by fast moving motor boats was a worrisome experience, but there were no mishaps and before long the two men entered a small canal and moored against one of the many poles that flank the water doors of the Venetian houses and promptly fell asleep.  The next day they set off on the final stage of their journey from Venice to Caorle.  Initially they were sailing on the open sea, but deteriorating weather caused them to switch to the inland waterways that run parallel to the coast as far as Caorle. 

The voyage to Caorle had taken a full week.   The return journey by road took just a few hours ...

Equipment:
Johnson 5hp engine, two 20 lire fuel tanks, standard sailing rig, anchor, stern line and various mooring ropes, a paraffin lamp. 
Safety equipment: 
none!
For navigation:
Touring Club Italiano’s road atlas scale 1:200,000, a pair of binoculars.
For camping:
A home-made tent (made by the boy’s mother) which covered the entire boat, blankets, a Svea paraffin stove, fuel, one cooking pot, two bowls, spaghetti, olive oil and canned food. Drinking water, sun-hats and, most importantly, mosquito repellent.

